Single daily dose ceftriaxone plus amikacin treatment of febrile episodes in neutropenic patients attending day hospital for hematologic malignancies.
Once-a-day ceftriaxone and amikacin was administered in case of fever to 46 neutropenic patients attending day hospital for hematologic malignancies. All patients were admitted to a short-term ward for infective complications, but were discharged in the event of prompt disappearance of fever and of clinical signs of infection continuing their therapy either by daily reporting to the hospital, or at home. Response to the initial empiric therapy was obtained in 37 cases (76%). Twenty-four patients who promptly responded to therapy completed their treatment on an outpatient basis, their mean number of days of hospitalization being reduced to 4.6 versus a mean of 9.6 days in the overall patient population being considered. Since the outpatient treatment accounted for 21% of the antibiotic therapy administered, the above treatment may result in cost containment and better quality of life for patients, provided that these data are confirmed by prospective randomized studies.